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certain of success. A classical scholar who is no mathema-
tician, or a mathematician who is no classical scholar, will
be certain of success, if he is well read in the history and
literature of his own country. A young man who has
scarcely any knowledge of mathematics, little Latin, and
no Greek, may pass such an examTnation in English,
French, Italian, German, geology, and chemistry, that he
may stand at the head of the list.
It can scarcely be necessary for us to add, that no expense
ought to be grudged which may be necessary to secure the
services of the ablest examiners in every branch of learning.
Experience justifies us in pronouncing with entire confi-
dence that, if the examiners be well chosen, it is utterly
impossible that the delusive show of knowledge which is
the effect of the process popularly called cramming can
ever be successful against real learning and ability.
Whether the examinations ought to be held half-yearly
or annually is a question which cannot, we think, be satis-
factorily determined until after the first experiment has
been made.
When the result of the examination has been declared,
the successful candidates will not yet be Civil Servants of
the East India Company, but only Civil Servants elect. It
appears from the fortieth clause of the Act to be the inten-
tion of the Legislature that, before they proceed to the
East, theree should be a period of probation and a second
examination.
In what studies, then, ought the period of probation to
be passed ? And what ought to be the nature of the second
examination?
It seems to us that, from the moment at which the suc-
cessful candidates, whom we will now call probationers,
have been set apart as persons who will, in all probability,
have to bear a part in the government of India, they should
giye their whole minds to the duties of their new position.